
 

   White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church 

Would you like to honor an occasion or memory of someone  
special that will also benefit our church community? Or perhaps 
just contribute a little more to the church you treasure? 

 

White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church maintains a special wish 

list of items that will help our church as you commemorate some-

one or something meaningful to you. Your individual gift need not 

fully fund an item; rather, gifts will be held until the funding goal is 

achieved and the purchase is made. These special donations are 

not intended to take the place of annual pledges or special Sunday 

collections, but instead, to be used to enhance the church we love. 

If you already know the item on the list for which you want to make 

a contribution, simply write a check made out to “WBUUC Special 

Gifts Fund” and send to the church office. Write in the memo line 

of your check the item to which you would like your gift directed. 

 

For more information or guidance, please contact our church office 

at 651-426-2369. Thank you for supporting WBUUC. 

Essential Tools 
Pads and tablets  

To make registration for our programs more accessible to busy 
visitors and members on Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights, 
we would like to install several IPads or tablets in the Atrium 
Welcome Center with easy access to our website. These tablets 
may also be employed to simplify donations: equipped with 
“Squares,” they can receive credit card payment instantly for 
special collections on a Sunday, ticket sales, Auction purchases 
and more. Speak with us about helping to purchase a new device 
or donating your gently used (and up-to-date) tablet.  
 

Sunday Services 
Special Guest Speakers 

Our congregation has a long tradition of inviting distinguished 
guests to our pulpit on occasional Sunday mornings to widen the 
range of thoughtful, inspiring voices we hear. Some guests are 
ministers, both Unitarian Universalist and others; some are artists, 
writers, activists or leaders from the wider community. A gift of 
$1500 can bring a major speaker traveling from a distance. 
Speakers are selected by the Worship Committee in collaboration 
with the Senior Minister. 

Special Guest Musicians 

Music and the arts deeply inspire our community. We welcome 
gifts to underwrite stipends for Sunday morning guest musicians 
(typically $150 - $250) and for concert performers in our Joyful 
Noise fundraising concert series ($300 - $2,000). You can also 
help provide refreshments for concert receptions ($300 - $500). 
Performers are selected by the Director of Music in collaboration 
with the Senior Minister, or the Joyful Noise Concert Committee. 

Hearing Assistance 

To enhance audio accessibility for elders and others with hearing 
loss, we would like to install state of the art audio systems in the 
sanctuary and other public spaces.  Goal: $3,000. 

Church Hymnals—English, Spanish, Large Print 

We always welcome more copies of both Singing the Living 
Tradition (the gray hardcover hymnal - $30 each) and Singing 
the Journey (the teal paperback hymnal - $20 each). Your     
donation of a hymnal in honor or memory of a loved one will be 
honored with a handsome bookplate with text of your choosing. 
 

Projection system  

We are often in a situation when a projection system is 
requested for services and other events in the Sanctuary. The 
existing system is inadequate for the space. The purchase of a 
high-lumen projector and a new retractable screen would 
correct this problem and expand presentation options. Goal: 
$5,000-$6,000. 
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Building and Land Stewardship  

 

Programmable Irrigation System for Church Landscape  

From the beginning of designing the new sanctuary, an integrated 
automatic irrigation system was part of the plan. A programmable 
system will be efficient, cost-effective, localized and allow a more 
responsible use of water than our current manual method of 
watering. By including a rain gauge override, it will support the 
church’s sustainable and green efforts. Goal: $3,000 first year; 
$2,000 next year or two to complete the project.  
 

Maintaining Our Home  

We are proud of our church building, which is a sanctuary for us 

all, as well as a bustling hive of activity for church services, special 

events, meetings and celebrations. It takes a lot to maintain the 

building and its systems. As responsible stewards of this beautiful 

facility, we must always make repairs, update and replace fixtures 

and systems. All contributions toward maintaining our home are 

appreciated and will be used wisely by the Building Committee.  

 

Kitchen Enhancements – New Freezer  

The current freezer is very old and has a number of serious 
problems that are not repairable. A freezer will add to our food 
capabilities and enhance our community. Goal: $2,500. 
 

Chair Reupholstering  

87 chairs in the Social Hall are in need of new upholstery. Re-
upholstery is approximately $115 per chair and could include a 
small plaque for individual donors.  
 

Plantings for Large Island in Parking Lot 

As part of the original landscape design, the large island in the 
middle of the parking lot which contains a single majestic Bur Oak 
was to have an underplanting of native plants. The plantings would 
consist of native shrubs and grasses, or sedges that are pollinator 
friendly, sustainable, and would make a lovely entry for our church 
members and visitors. The design would complement the flow of 
the existing plantings in the smaller medians in the parking lot. It 
would decrease the amount of maintenance required to keep the 
site looking tidy and weed-free. Goal: $1,400. 

Ministries and Staff Development  
Ministry Internship  

We are known within our denomination as an exemplary teaching 

congregation. Our Senior Minister has mentored many students 

who have gone on to leadership positions in UU congregations and 

public ministries. Candidates for our ministry are required to serve 

a 10-month, full-time internship in a parish setting; the stipend for 

this is approximately $10,000. We have also served as a fieldwork 

site for UU students enrolled at United Theological Seminary; the 

stipend for this 10-month, 12 hour/week internship is approximately 

$2500. Our church setting is an ideal placement for strong new UU 

leaders, our ministry interns enrich our congregation’s experience 

immensely and the opportunity to serve as mentors is a gift to our 

ministry staff. Gifts of any size toward the restoration of this 

program are always welcome.  

 
Scholarships Mid-America Regional Assembly and  
UUA General Assembly 
 

We would like to provide scholarships and/or travel support for 
WBUUC Delegates to Mid-America Regional Assembly and UUA 
General Assembly. Scholarships would help members to be more 
active in UUA gatherings by eliminating the deterrent of financial 
concerns. In addition, this funding would lessen the impact of 
economic inequalities and connect WBUUC more intentionally.  
 

The Arts  

The ambiance of our beautiful sanctuary has been enhanced by 
carefully chosen pieces of art, much of it created by our own 
members: our bronze and stoneware chalices, large hanging fabric 
sculptures, textiles, vases and bowls all enrich our worship 
experience. Gifts of any size are welcome as we consider new 
pieces for the sanctuary. Sanctuary art is selected or 
commissioned by the Sunday Worship Committee.   
 

The Art Galleries  

To better showcase the art displayed in the atrium and corridor, 
track lighting and additional elements for the art hanging system 
would greatly enhance the display of art work and viewing by our 
congregation and guests. Goal: $1,000. 

Sabbatical Fund  

Professional development is important for our ministers and lay 
leaders, but there is not funding to help support a sabbatical or 
professional courses. Such a fund could be used to help grow our 
leadership base and serve our congregation even more.  
 

Music Program 

We are grateful for our gifted youth and adult choirs and our              
extraordinary music program. To enhance performances, wish list 
items include: 
 

 reverie harps ($550 each)  

 drums for the youth choir ($120 each) 

 singing bowls ($100 - $500, depending on size) 

 two sound monitors ($300) 

 audio mixer ($1,500)  

 a snake ($100 - $150), which is a long single plug-in cord with 

multiple plugs. 

 

If you enjoy the beautiful music provided by our choir and want to 
contribute to their programs, a donation can be used for a number 
of items. 

 
Photo by Scott Strehlow 


