
Full   Text   of   the   Service    
Sunday,   April   25,   2021   

  
Dinawemaaginag   -   All   My   Relatives   

Earth   Day   Sunday     
_______________________________________________________________________________________   
  

PRELUDE   MUSIC      
Come   Into   This   Place   of   Peace          Thaxter   Cunio   and   William   Schulz;    WBUUC   Choir     
Come   into   this   place   of   peace,   and   let   its   silence   heal   your   spirit   
Come   into   this   place   of   memory,   and   let   its   history   warm   your   soul   
Come   into   this   place   of   power,   and   let   its   vision   change   your   heart.     
  

GIVING   VOICE   TO   THE   SPIRIT   -   Carol   Caouette     
  

MORE   WATERS   RISING   –   Saro   Lynch-Thomason   
1. There   are   more   waters   rising   this   I   know,   this   I   know;     
There   are   more   waters   rising   this   I   know   
There   are   more   waters   rising,   they   will   find   their   way   to   me   
There   are   more   waters   rising,   this   I   know,   this   I   know   ;     
There   are   more   waters   rising,   this   I   know.   
  

2. I   will   wade   through   the   waters,   this   I   know...when   they   find   their   way   to   me…   
3. There   are   more   fires   burning   this   I   know,   this   I   know…   
4. I   will   walk   through   the   fires...when   they   find   their   way   to   me...   
  
  

WELCOME     -     Annie   Vail         
Good   morning,   and   welcome   everyone,   to   White   Bear   Unitarian   Universalist   Church.   I   am   ANNIE   VAIL,   serving   
on   your   Board   of   Directors.    I   use   the   pronouns   _______   
  

We   are   a   congregation   in   the   free   faith   tradition,   a   community   of   youth,   adults   and   children,   bound   not   by   
creed,   but   by   covenant.    Our   mission   is   to   grow   our   souls,   and   serve   the   world,   in   love.     
  

Service   participants   today   include   Rev.   Sara   Goodman,   Dana   Boyle,   Michelle   Shaw,   Kristen   Stone,   Kirk   Cob   
and   Victoria   Safford,   supported   by   Anna   Gehres   and   Erin   Scott.   Music   today   is   from   the   WBUUC   Choir,   
directed   by   Thaxter   Cunio   from   Carol   Caouette   and   Craig   Hansen,   with   gratitude   to   Doreen   Day   for   “The   Nibi   
Song.”     
  

Today,   after   the   service   at   11:15,   we   hope   that   you   will   join   us   for   Cyber   Social   Hour.    It’s   a   fun   way   to   meet   
others,   see   old   friends,   and   share   a   little   conversation   in   small   facilitated   groups.   We’ll   put   the   Zoom   link   and   
easy   instructions   in   the   chat   box.     
  

We’re   glad   you’re   here!   Welcome   to   our   church.     
  
  



CALL   TO   WORSHIP     (Rev.   Rebecca   Edmiston   Lange,   adapted)           Sara   Goodman  
Come   in   
Come   into   this   space   which   we   make   holy   by   our   presence.     
Come   in   with   all   your   vulnerabilities   and   strengths,    
fears   and   anxieties,   loves   and   hopes,   
for   here   you   need   not   hide,   nor   pretend,     
nor   be   anything   other   than   who   you   are     
and   who   you   are   called   to   be.   
Come   into   this   space   where   we   can   heal   and   be   healed,   forgive   and   be   forgiven.   
Come   into   this   space   where   the   ordinary   is   sanctified,     
the   human   is   celebrated,   the   compassionate   is   expected.   
Come   into   this   space   –     
Together   we   make   it   a   holy   space.     
    

Kirk   Cobb   will   light   the   chalice.     
  

LIGHTING   THE   CHALICE       Kirk   Cobb     (no   text   available)     
  

OPENING   WORDS    (in   unison)           Sara          
Love   is   the   spirit   of   this   church,   and   service   is   its   law.   This   is   our   great   covenant:   
to   dwell   together   in   peace,   to   seek   the   truth   in   love,   and   to   help   one   another     

    
Our   Opening   hymn   is    Wake   Now,   My   Senses.   

  
HYMN             Wake   Now,   My   Senses   
Wake,   now,   my   senses,   and   hear   the   earth   call;   
feel   the   deep   power   of   being   in   all;   
keep,   with   the   web   of   creation   your   vow,   
giving,   receiving   as   love   shows   us   how.   
  

Wake,   now,   my   conscience,   with   justice   thy   guide;   
join   with   all   people   whose   rights   are   denied;   
take   not   for   granted   a   privileged   place;   
God’s   love   embraces   the   whole   human   race.   
  

Wake,   now,   my   vision   of   ministry   clear;   
brighten   my   pathway   with   radiance   here;   
mingle   my   calling   with   all   who   will   share;   
work   toward   a   planet   transformed   by   our   care.   

  
INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   EARTH   DAY   SERVICE   -   Victoria   Safford,   reading   text   from   Dana   Jackson      
Good   morning,   and   welcome   to   this   Earth   Day   service.     
from   Dana   Jackson,   serving   on   the   Earth   Ministry   team:   
  

Evidence   of   climate   change   and   its   impacts   on   humans   and   the   natural   world   require   us   to   engage   in   sacred   
activism.    Though   seasonal   restrictions   as   of   April   1   have   temporarily   halted   construction   of   the   337   mile   long   
Enbridge   tar   sands   oil   pipeline,   indigenous   activists   and   their   allies   continue   efforts   to   permanently   stop   this   



violation   of   treaty   rights   through   legal   action   and   public   education.    The   3   foot-wide   pipe   carrying   760,000   
barrels   of   dirty   oil   every   day   would   cross   over   200   water   bodies   and   78   miles   of   wetlands.     
Unitarian   Universalists   in   Minnesota,   North   Dakota,   South   Dakota   and   beyond   have   been   opposing   the   Line   3   
tar   sands   oil   pipeline,   partnering   with   Minnesota   UUs   for   Social   Justice,   MN   350,   MN   Interfaith   Power   and   Light   
and   Sierra   Club’s   Northstar   Chapter.    We   acknowledge   that   our   congregations   exist   on   stolen   land,   and   justice   
calls   us   to   respect   obligations   in   federal   and   state   treaties.    Justice   requires   us   to   protect   the   waters   and   
biodiversity.   The   tar   sands   oil   in   Enbridge’s   pipeline   will   be   burned,   releasing   enormous   amounts   of   CO2   into   
the   atmosphere,   raising   the   earth’s   temperature.     In   2007   when   WBUUC’s   Global   Climate   Change   Committee   
was   formed,   CO2   in   the   atmosphere,   was   383   parts   per   million,   already   above   the   350   Parts   per   million   
declared   by   climatologists   to   be   the   safe   limit.    In   March   2021,   the   mean   was   417.14   parts   per   million,   well   
above   350.     
We’ll   hear   this   morning   from   Water   Protectors   in   the   RISE   Coalition,   defending   sacred   land,   water   and   air.   
Inspired   by   RISE   and   by   our   Seventh   Principle,   reminding   us   of   the   interdependent   web   of   all   existence   of   
which   we   are   a   part,   we   are   called   to   Sacred   Activism   now.   
  

WELCOME   FROM   THE   EARTH   MINISTRY   TEAM   -   Dana   Boyle   
Hi,   I’m   Dana   Boyle,   one   of   the   founding   members   of   the   Earth   Ministry.     
  

WBUUC   has   a   long-standing   tradition   of   environmental   stewardship,   with   many   of   our   elder   and   younger   
members   pioneering   sacred   activism   --   both   within   our   faith   community   and   in   our   lives   outside   of   church.   The   
Earth   Ministry   circle   was   formed   three   years   ago,   with   a   goal   of   serving   as   active   advocates   for   the   moral   
imperatives   of   the   7th   UU   Principle   --   “Respect   for   the   interdependent   web   of   all   existence,   of   which   we   are   a   
part.”   We   consider   our   work   to   be   religious.   
    

A   main   goal   is   to   engage   our   church   community   in   critical   conversations,   keeping   us   all   mindful   of   the   impact   of   
our   personal   and   organizational   choices.   As   part   of   this,   we   design   multigenerational   activities   meant   to   inspire   
--   such   as   our   7th   Principle   Exhibit,   our   phenology   board   and   our   iNaturalist   project.   We   help   influence   worship   
services   and   programming,   and   we   strive   to   be   --   along   with   others   --   keepers   of   the   flame   of   serious   
environmental   stewardship   at   WBUUC.     
    

Here   is   our   call   to   you.   We   would   like   to   weave   new   voices   into   the   Earth   Ministry,   in   order   to   keep   this   work   
energized,   shared,   evolving   and   relevant.   We   acknowledge   that   the   broad-sweeping   concept   of   environmental   
stewardship   in   a   time   of   climate   crisis   can   be   daunting   and   hopeless,   at   times.   Part   of   our   work   is   to   create   a   
framework   for   our   community   that   offers   hope   and   opportunities   that   help   us   better   integrate   the   7th   Principle   
into   our   lives.     
    

Our   motto   is   Notice.   Cherish.   Protect.   If   this   resonates   with   you,   we   would   love   to   have   you   be   a   part   of   this   
circle,   however   much   or   little   time   you   can   devote   to   it.   A   new   Earth   Ministry   page   on   the   WBUUC   website   is   
currently   in   development.   In   the   meantime,   if   you   know   you   would   like   to   participate   or   you   need   more   
information,   please   let   me   know.   

  
INTRODUCTION   OF   GUEST   SPEAKERS   -      MIchelle   Shaw    (no   text   available)   

  
GUEST   SPEAKER   PRESENTATIONS:    Dinawemaaginag   -   All   My   Relatives    no   text   available   
   Nookoomis   Deb   and   Gaagigeyaashiik   

    
MUSIC     Nibi   Song     



  
TESTIMONY    -    Kristen   Stone     (no   text   available)     
  

OFFERTORY     -   Canon   for   the   St.   Croix   River   -   Craig   Hansen    (instrumental)   
  

PRAYER    -   Victoria   Safford    (no   text   available)   
  

CLOSING   SONG    -   Nibi   Song   -   recorded   music.     
  

CLOSING   WORDS   -   Annie   Vail   
Please   join   me   in   the   closing   words:   
May   peace   dwell   within   our   hearts,   and   understanding   in   our   minds.     
May   courage   steel   our   will,   and   love   of   truth   forever   guide   us.   

  
FAREWELL     -    Rev.   Sara   Goodman   
Thank   you   all   for   joining   us   today.     
Thanks   especially   to   our   speakers,   our   Earth   Ministry   team,   and   Erin   Scott.     
Please   join   us   in   a   few   minutes   for   Social   Hour.   There’s   a   link   in   the   chat   box   to   get   you   there.     
Stay   well,   everyone!   Amen.   

          
POSTLUDE        God   is   a   river   -   Peter   Mayer     
In   the   ever-shifting   water   of   the   river   of   this   life   
I   was   swimming,   seeking   comfort;   I   was   wrestling   waves   to   find   
A   boulder   I   could   cling   to,   a   stone   to   hold   me   fast   
Where   I   might   let   the   fretful   water   of   this   river   round   me   pass   
And   so   I   found   an   anchor,   a   blessed   resting   place   
A   trusty   rock   I   called   my   savior,   for   there   I   would   be   safe   
From   the   river   and   its   dangers,   and   I   proclaimed   my   rock   divine   
And   I   prayed   to   it   protect   me   and   the   rock   replied   
God   is   a   river,   not   just   a   stone   
God   is   a   wild,   raging   rapids   
And   a   slow,   meandering   flow   
God   is   a   deep   and   narrow   passage   
And   a   peaceful,   sandy   shoal   
God   is   the   river,   swimmer   
So   let   go   
Still   I   clung   to   my   rock   tightly   with   conviction   in   my   arms   
Never   looking   at   the   stream   to   keep   my   mind   from   thoughts   of   harm   
But   the   river   kept   on   coming,   kept   on   tugging   at   my   legs   
Till   at   last   my   fingers   faltered,   and   I   was   swept   away   
So   I   m   going   with   the   flow   now,   these   relentless   twists   and   bends   
Acclimating   to   the   motion,   and   a   sense   of   being   led   
And   this   river   s   like   my   body   now,   it   carries   me   along   
Through   the   ever-changing   scenes   and   by   the   rocks   that   sing   this   song   
God   is   a   river,   not   just   a   stone   
God   is   a   wild,   raging   rapids   
And   a   slow,   meandering   flow   


